BARRY GALA

"Hail to the man who went through life always helping others,
knowing no fear, and to whom aggressiveness and resentment are
alien. Such is the stuff of which the great moral leaders are made."

~ Albert Einstein

I want to thank Sharon for organizing this event and also Carol
Garrett for keeping Barry’s vision alive. In reality, they are
keeping my father, Rabbi Sam’s mission alive. Barry was a clone
of my father. We are celebrating Sam Silver’s greatest legacy, the
creation of a person who would not only carry on but enhance his
spiritual message.

Barry only lived to be 67, but in that short lifespan, he was
able to accomplish more than most of us could if we had 10
lifetimes. He showed through his actions that we all have the
power to move mountains. When | think of all his triumphs
and victories, it reminds me of Dayenu which we recite
during Passover. If Barry had only done only one of these
things, that would have been enough to call him a hero.

"l try to represent groups, causes and individuals who need
strong legal representation and might not be able to find it." -
Barry Silver

Here is a short list of his many achievements and
accolades. My father taught us to say Dayenu fast. So,
because | only have 4 minutes, | will read it fast.



Served in the Florida state house of representatives for 2
years.

Nominated by Sierra Club the most effective legislator on
environmental issues.

As a teenager, founded CONCERN, committee of Nutmeg
Citizens Engaged in Recycling Newspapers.

His linguistic abilities allowed him to perform hours of
community service for the Haitian community.

Named "Feminist of the Year" by the National Organization
of Women

Sept. 12 was named Rabbi Barry Silver Day by the county
commission of Palm Beach County.

Served as basketball coach for Brandon’s team, awarding
the Golden Challah to the player who demonstrated the
most teamwork.

Was on TV numerous times with Katie Phang of MSNBC,
Hannity and Colm’s on Fox News, the Phil Donahue show,
and countless others.

Championed the Temple of Understanding which builds
bridges among many religions.

Sued Operation Rescue and got an injunction that prevented
them from blocking abortion clinics.



Sued the State of Florida for the Choose Life license plate
arguing that the State shouldn’t endorse one religion.

Successfully defended the right of a hot dog vendor to wear
a thong bikini.

Represented a veteran who wasn’t allowed to fly the
American flag on his own property.

Wrote amazing song parodies about topics ranging from
Health Care to Gun Control.

In 2007, when West Palm Beach City Commissioners
banned feeding homeless people, Silver sued the city,
representing the nonprofit Food Not Bombs. The city
repealed the law and settled with Silver

More recently, Silver filed suit against the state of Florida
over abortion restrictions and put book banning front and
center by proposing that if state officials are bent on pulling
certain material from libraries the Bible should also be
pulled from high school shelves.

Saved the Ag Reserve for future generations.

Sued the police department due to the senseless and
needless shooting of a dog. That’s right. Barry stood up for
the underdog and also the dog. Barry loved dogs and all
animals. His great empathy for all life compelled him to be a



vegetarian because he never wanted to cause harm to any
animal whether it lives on land or sea.

Barry was a man of principles and would never compromise
if he felt that he was selling out.

Silver lost reelection in 1998. "He couldn't get reelected
because he wouldn't take money. Even his own party said,
“You gotta take money.’ He said, ‘No because then they’ll tell
me what to do’

He showed that changing the world for the better is what
gives life meaning.

Barry was a Mensch like our Father, Sam and would never
say no if someone asked him for help.

Besides the big accomplishments, it was the little things he
did that were so great. Such a dedicated parent to Ari and
Brandon. Taught them Spanish through Osmosis.

Like my father, Barry had a robust sense of humor.

“Laughter Heals: sometimes an anecdote can be an
antidote.” — Daniel C. Silver

Barry carried on my father’s legacy. And now, Carol Garrett is
keeping Barry’s eternal flame burning.
He had an amazing brain and he used his prodigious powers to

brighten and enlighten peoples lives. I would drive him to a
wedding. During the 20 minute ride, he would compose a



personalized song for the wedding couple. I'm a decent writer, but
it takes me days or weeks to write a joke or quip.

I am now going to read a few stanzas from 3 poems. BEYOND
COMPARE about my father, A VITAL ORGANIST about my Mom,
and BARRY WELL SPOKEN.

BEYOND COMPARE

EACH DAY HE SETS OUT ON A TOUR

TO PUT A SMILE ON SOMEONE'S FACE
AND BY DAY'S END YOU CAN BE SURE
HE'S MADE THE WORLD A BETTER PLACE

WHERE HE GETS HIS ENERGY IS HARD TO TELL
HIS DAILY AGENDA YOU WOULDN'T BELIEVE
THE RIGHTEOUS PATH IS EASY TO SELL

WITH SUCH AN ABUNDANCE OF JOI DE VIVRE

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO DRIVE

AND YOUR LIFE SERIAL SUFFERS FROM DRYNESS
ON HIS DAIRY TRUCK HE WILL ARRIVE
DELIVERING THE MILK OF HUMAN KINDNESS



PLANTING SEMINAL SERMONS IN FERTILE MINDS

WITH SHOWERING LOVE, HE CLEANSES AND NOURISHES

HIS BRILLIANCE AND WARMTH SPARKLES AND SHINES
ILLUMINATING IGNORANCE, SWEET FELLOWSHIP FLOURISHES

HE SHARES THIS WISDOM FOR AVOIDING STRIFE
LIKE ONE MISHPACHA, ALL MEN ARE BROTHERS
HIS FORMULA FOR A HAPPY LIFE

IS TO GET A CHARGE OUT OF HELPING OTHERS

A VITAL ORGANIST

DAD PLUS MOM, AN UNEQUALLED COLLABORATION

MOM BLENDED THE CHORALISTS LIKE AN EMULSIFIER
WHILE DAD STIRRED AND SPURRED THE CONGREGATION
MOM WAS BUSY PREACHING TO THE CHOIR

NEVER NEGATIVE, EVER THE OPTOMETRIST
MELLIFLUENT MELODIES IS HER MEDICINE
HELPING OTHERS TO SEE THE TOP OF THEIR LIST



SHE’S LIT UP MORE LIVES THAN THOMAS EDISON

RESENTING SLUMBER, SHE’S SWIFT OUT OF BED
FULL THROTTLE ALL DAY WITHOUT A PAUSE

SAYING, “I'LL CATCH UP ON SLEEP WHEN I’'M DEAD.”
SHE’S NEVER BEEN A REBBETZIN WITHOUT A CAUSE

BARRY WELL SPOKEN

AS A BOUNCING, BOUNDING, BOY, BIG BROTHER BARRY WAS
LOTS OF PUN

OUR INTERESTS INTERTWINED; NO QUARRELS OR QUIBBLES
AFTER TRYING TRICKS ON THE TRAMP IN THE HOT SUN

WE'D FREQUENT FRIENDLY'S FOR REFRESHING FRIBBLES

AS A VEGETARIAN, HE HARMS NO LIVING CREATURES
AND PROTECTS THOSE SPECIES ENDANGERED TO PERISH
BARRY'S NEVER BEEN ONE TO SIT ON THE BLEACHERS
SPREADING HIS MESSAGE THAT ALL LIFE BE CHERISHED

STEPPING UP TO THE PLATE FOR THOSE IN NEED
LEVELING THE FIELD IS BARRY'S ASSIGNMENT
HE TAKES A SWING AT CORRUPTION AND GREED
WHILE GOING TO BAT FOR THE ENVIRONMENT



BARRY'S COMMAND OF THE LANGUAGE IS QUITE SUPERB
HE’S NEVER BEEN ONE WHOSE PRONE TO BABBLE

HIS LETTER JUGGLING IS OUT OF THIS WORD

MAKING HIM TOUGH TO LICK AT BOGGLE OR SCRABBLE

BARRY UTILIZES BOTH SIDES OF HIS BRAIN

ESPOUSING LOGIC, WHILE BEING CREATIVE

AN EAR FOR ACCENTS HELPS TO EXPLAIN

HOW HE CAN SPEAK ANY LANGUAGE JUST LIKE A NATIVE

HE HAS BESTOWED UPON ARI AND BRANDON
A FATHER TONGUE AT THEIR CONTROL

FOR ENGLISH PARLANCE BARRY ABANDONED
HABLANDO SOLAMENTE EN ESPANOL

BARRY'S SERMON OFFERS RIPE FOOD FOR TALKING
AS HE DICES THE HEBREW INTO BITE SIZED PIECES
A SPRINKLE OF SAGAN; A DASH OF HAWKING
STIRRED TO ACTION, CHEWISH MITZVOT INCREASES

TO DEVELOPERS WHO PROCLAIM GOD IN THEIR HEART
THEN CARVE UP THE LAND LIKE ITS A PIZZA

BARRY ASKS IF A LOVER OF ART

WOULD PAINT A MUSTACHE ON THE MONA LISA



Mark Twain said the sign of a good man is if he has a dog that
loves him. I would add if he loves a dog. I know that Barry loved
Nudnik and also Cindy our dog when we were growing up.
Hebrew is right to left. Dog becomes God. I know that God loves
Barry and Barry loved all of God’s creatures.

Written by: Daniel C. Silver, Feb. 16, 2025



