Commemoration Luncheon in honor of Rabbi Barry Silver, February 16, 2025

My name is Fritz Aufdencamp, and | am a Lutheran pastor. | will share these words today not only
with you but also with my Bishop, the Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, and
the Presidents of our seven seminaries.

And why? Because the truth must be spoken.

Let me give you a little background information so you will understand why Rabbi Silver was so
important to me.

| come from a long line of German Lutherans. But years ago, | had a sobering realization. My
ancestors could just as easily have been German Jews. And had that been the case, history would
have treated them very differently. In coming to that understanding, | also had to face a painful
truth: my Lutheran faith, as | was taught, carried within it a legacy of anti-Semitism. Martin Luther,
the founder of my church, was an outspoken anti-Semite, and his influence shaped centuries of
Christian theology.

Because | have spent much of my life trying to remove condemnation of Jews and other non-
Christians from our faith, | have found myself unwelcome in Christian churches. When | suggested
Jews were as saved as Christians, my Church flew me to New York City to be examined by two
psychiatrists. My Christian faith is now not only anti Jew, it is also anti Fritz Aufdencamp.

There is a wall that separates Christians and Jews. This wall has created centuries of
misunderstanding, prejudice, and harm. This wall must come down.

We trace our spiritual lineage to the same covenant, the same
sacred texts, the same call to righteousness. Jesus himself was a Rabbi.

In my journey, there was one clergyman who stood beside me, Rabbi Barry Silver. He was the first
and only religious leader who would publicly acknowledge with me the anti-Semitism embedded in
Christian theology. Now | have no clergy friend who will publicly say my Lutheran Christianity is anti
Jew. They may say it privately but not publicly.

Rabbi Barry Silver did not hesitate to speak out against injustice, wherever it appeared. He was a
loving rabbi, father, husband, and community leader, one who embodied the faith he preached.

As a Christian minister, | was trained to preach that Rabbi Silver could not inherit eternal life
because he did not believe in Jesus as his savior. And yet, in every way that mattered, he lived a
life of sacred purpose. He fought for justice, he uplifted the vulnerable, and he dedicated himself to
the healing of our world.

He stood firm despite the criticism, and he encouraged me to do the same.

Most of you knew him longer than | did. You witnessed his courage, his wisdom, and his relentless
pursuit of truth. | am forever grateful for the years | had to know him, to learn from him, and to call
him my friend.

Barry Silver lived out the words of Jesus: What you do to the least of these, my brethren, you do
unto me. His spirit will continue to inspire us to break down walls. His spirit will continue to inspire
us to reject condemnation. His spirit will continue to inspire us to build a world where faith unites
rather than divides.

Thank you, Rabbi Barry Silver



